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The total money spent from public funds for the special
benefit of depressed class education amounted to Rs. 44,450 in
the year 1938-9.1

All heads of departments have been instructed to show
special consideration for depressed class candidates in filling
vacancies in Government services of all grades.

Section 8 of the Bengal Troops Transport and Travellers'
Assistance Regulation of 1806 has been repealed. This Section
empowered the police to impress labour and transport for the
benefit of civil officers and others touring in mofussil. The de-
pressed classes suffered most on account of this. Its abolition
was highly desirable because of the element of compulsion in-
volved. It accustomed the police to make the people work
against their wishes. Begar was only the next step. It may be
mentioned that the above Section is still in force in most of the
other provinces of Northern India.

Bengal2

The Government has sanctioned a recurring grant of
Rs. 29/160 for award of scholarships and) stipends. In addition/
a grant of Rs. 19,200 was given in 1938-9 for providing in-
creased educational facilities. During the same period a
special non-recurring grant of Rs. 5 lakhs was sanctioned for
the spread of education amongst the depressed classes.
Of this amount about Rs. 2,27,500 have been spent as building
grants to schools and colleges and the balance in giving
scholarships/ stipends and other grants to educational insti-
tutions. One State scholarship for foreign study has also been
created for the benefit of these castes. The Government is
spending Rs. 1,35,500 per annum (approximately) in provid-
ing scholarships and stipends to depressed class candidates.
In the year 1938-9 there were 4,72,560 scholars of these castes/
of whom 77,670 were girls.

Government have appointed a Special Officer for Schedul-
ed Caste Education. As in the U.P., a Provincial Committee- has

1  Report on the Progress of Education in Bihar for the year ending
1938-9; see also "The Bihar Government and Its Work.'

2  This note is based on information supplied by Mr Rajkumar Das, Spe-
cial Officer for Scheduled Caste Education, Bengal.